
   

Issue #4, 31st January 2003

  Editorial by Ravindra Maharaj (Ravi)

     
Here we are again, after a bit-more-than-brief hiatus! Hope you all enjoy reading it as much as I
enjoyed putting it together!

  Announcement: Shell and Customisation Newsfeeds by Ravindra Maharaj (Ravi)

     
Newsfeeds from several shell and customisation sites! Maybe worth bookmarking, and visiting every
now and again? Your call - check it out!

  News-Letter by Dan Browder (az)

     
A lot has happened since the last issue. Our narcoleptic news-master fills us in. Don't forget to write
back!

  Interview: Johan Klos (Maestr0) by Christian Buffin (jesus_mjjg)

     
You'll probably try his theme soon, or read about him in someone else's credits. Get the scoop on this
friendly Dutch guy before he becomes famous!

  Theme: Amiga HLE v1.0 by starfire reviewed by Sunny Saxena (143lsstep)

     
143lsstep does the usual thorough review of this true masterpiece. Inspired by the Amiga OS, it's
visually appealing yet functional.

  Review: tin_omen's tinsplash by Sunny Saxena (143lsstep) and Ravindra Maharaj (Ravi)

      Ever wondered how to create those snazzy looking splash screens? Well the answer is here!

 Article: Max bang per buck by Alan Martin

     
The first of a three part series centered around shells. Herein lies some great tips on getting the best
performance out of your (old) machine. An excellent piece on minimalism.

  Tutorial: Take email into your own hands by Allie Martin

     
Tired of managing multiple email accounts? Ever had problems delivering your email? Here's a
resource friendly and free way to do away with those problems.

  Theme: tenebrae by Maestr0 reviewed by Stijn Rombouts (wiseguy)

     
Maestr0 does it again! You're not going to believe some of the comments on this "theme" (and I use
that word loosely). "Revolutionary", "mind-blowing", "one of the top 5 themes" are some of the
phrases I've heard used to describe this baby. Definitely worth downloading and playing around with!

  Interview: Christian Buffin (jesus_mjjg) by Ravindra Maharaj (Ravi)

http://shell-shocked.org/


     
After our meeting (see next item) I decided to interview this coder. To say that it was interesting
would be an understatement!

  Special: Real-life encounters Ravindra Maharaj (Ravi)

     
Ever met someone from the scene in real life? Share your stories with us here - I've started you off
with my own meeting!

  The Liter Side by Brian Wolven

      Quite the collection this issue -- Brian hasn't been idle at all! Things take a religious turn.



   

Editorial: Issue #4 (Jan 31st, 2003)  

Here we are again, after a bit-more-than-brief hiatus! Things in the shell world were pretty slow recently, but they've been
picking up again!

You might have noticed the new domain - I know we've been through several address changes around here, but this is the final
one! shell-shocked.org. Please update your links and bookmarks accordingly, and thanks for your patience.

As well, I hope that you find the site a bit faster - we've also changed hosts! So you see, even though things seemed quiet on the
surface, there's been lots of under-the-hood work going on.

My undying gratitude goes out to the article authors - without you none of this would be possible. I'd like to take this opportunity
to invite you folks to contribute articles, reviews and tutorials. Simply get in touch with me and we can discuss your ideas. As
you can see in this issue, articles don't necessarily have to be shell-related, but our goal is to maintain a shell focus.

Please don't hesitate to leave your comments and feedback - it makes things a lot more interesting. Grab a drink (or two) and
have a good read!

Ravi  
Editor in Chief  
Shell-Shocked  
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Announcement: News Feeds!  

I created this for personal use, but then decided to improve it and share it with the rest of you: Newsfeeds from several shell and
customisation sites. Definitely worth a bookmark and a daily visit no?

A few notes - it's just a start. I'd like to have feeds there from every appropriate site. If you've got a site in mind, let me know.
(First verify that the site does have a backend though.)

The page refreshes every 15 minutes, and tells you when it was last updated. As well, links open in a new browser window
(unlike most other links on this site). Have fun with it, don't be too critical (it's supposed to be very simple), and contribute what
you can!

For something covering other areas, and with some more features, I recommend The Daily Rotation.

The feeds here are very specific, and will cover personal and less frequently updated sites. Ok, enough rambling, here you go:

Shell and Customisation Newsfeeds
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News: News-letter by az (blizzle.com)  

Well, hello. It's so nice to see you. Yes, I took a bit of an unexpected vacation, and when I returned I really did mean to tell you
of all my travels. Of course the old slideshow is nowhere near interesting enough for you, I realize this, so I was hoping we both
could sit down and have a nice chat. Oh, no -- not just about my adventures. I suppose some of them may tie into our
conversation, but I'd like to chat more about current events.

Like the new site? Erm, which you say? I suppose there has been a lot of changes, with Shellscape, blizzle, VirtualPlastic, LDI,
FPN, bluebox LS.net and LS.com all being revamped in one way or another. So which is your favorite? Oh, that one. Well, I
didn't mention it, but you know I think that's my favorite too.

It's raining shells, hallelujah it's raining shells, oh yeah! Oh. Sorry, I forgot you were there again. Sometimes I just like to break
into song when I think of all the shell news that has passed since our last chat. I mean, bluebox has a new author, and site. How'd
that happen? And the staff keeps evolving with bb4win. Both of these shells have had new releases, isn't that great? I know,
you're a die-hard babya user, but I still thought you might be interested in talking about some of these changes. Great! You know
SharpE has continued to evolve it's core. Have you downloaded it recently? The installer has been updated with all of the newest
components, which is really nice. I can't even begin the mention all of the other new releases. What? You
know...OpenVision2,NextStart, LiteShell. It's really been quite busy.

My word yes, he's been a coding machine lately. You know who else has been busy? That entire Geoshell community. Not only
have they released their plugin SDK, but also there has been tons of new plugins and updates introduced lately. True, there's also
been a lot of activity with new SharpE and Litestep plugins.

I know your eyes like to wander, so I'm sure you've been checking out some of the improvements to Serenade and Core which
have been going on. I'm sure the updates to WindowBlinds and the new ShellWM window skinners have both caught your
attention. What's that? Oh, I'm glad there's been work on that front too.

So much has happened since we last spoke, I still can't believe it. I mean, look at all of the wonderful OSX Dock options you
have. Mobydock, Y's Dock, ObjectDock, all free and they're all slowly progressing toward true shell replacement. Sure are some
fancy program launchers this bunch.

I'm sorry friend, but my mind has taken a meltdown as we walk down this memory lane. I think I need to take a quick nap.

...zzz...mmm...recent releases in some logical order

0irc 1.2.32 by murphy Torsten Stelling

0irc is a small Litestep irc-client for the global chat network.

aclock 0.4.0.4 by McClaus

Very nice clock plugin for SharpE

Aurora 0.4

Adds a pulsing colored border to your Litestep desktop, controlled by bang commands

BBbin 1.0 by qwilk

Ah, recycle bin functions in blackbox for windows. the um, nice, um. NICE TO HAVE!

BBSoundFX v2 by qwilk

bb4win sound player with some nice new features for playing sounds on the hours, half hour and um.

bsetbg 1.2 by ironhead

as blackbox for windows tries to become more feature-accurate with the unix version, this tool has been revamped to
resemble the original better.

Chattercheck 0.4.0.5 by seb Sean Adams

SharpE plugins checks and displays information from chatboxes across the shell scene.
works with the new blizzle design. yay!

Clippy 0.4.0.0 by sirReal

Neat and useful clipboard manager for SharpE.

console2 2.00 by Brandon Sneed

Skin your shell!  Well, if your shell is cmd.exe...

dumper by Edward Moras

Information grabbing Litestep plugin

foobang a1 by Russell Norberg

based on geekamp, controls foobar2000 audio player in Litestep

geoClip 1.0.1 by Pistos

GeoClip (geoshell plugin) stores text clips that are put in the standard Windows clipboard, and lets you put them back in
the clipboard later.

http://shellscape.org/
http://blizzle.com/
http://virtualplastic.org/
http://www.lowdimension.net/
http://floach.pimpin.info/
http://www.blueboxshell.org/
http://litestep.net/
http://litestep.com/
http://www.blueboxshell.org/
http://bb4win.sourceforge.net/
http://babyasystem.portal.dk3.com/
http://www.lowdimension.net/
http://207.134.67.174/OpenVision2/index.html
http://www.winstep.net/
http://www.labyrinth.net.au/%7Emosses/liteshell/
http://www.geoshell.com/
http://www.geoshell.com/downloads/
http://www.geoshell.com/plugins/
http://www.lowdimension.net/?_s=sharpeplugins
http://www.joeblade.com/
http://www.shellfront.org/
http://www.courtah.net/
http://www.coreshell.info/
http://www.windowblinds.net/
http://shellwm.sourceforge.net/
http://www.mobydock.tk/
http://yz.designtechnika.com/
http://www.objectdock.com/
http://www.dev0.de/
http://blizzle.com/files/az/aclock.zip
http://www.loose-screws.com/mdownload.php?id=16
http://blizzle.com/files/az/bbbin10.zip
http://desktopian.org/bb/pluginlist.html
http://blizzle.com/files/az/bsetbg_12.zip
http://www.rubisco.org/
http://www.lowdimension.net/
http://blizzle.com/files/az/console2-2.00.zip
http://e-sushi.shellscape.org/
http://ranor.darkbase.org/
http://blizzle.com/files/az/GeoClip_1_0_1.zip


   

geoExtract 1.2.4 beta by Pistos

Basically, geOExtract is intended to let you provide a URL and some parsing parameters, and then go fetch (extract) that
text from the HTML page and display it on a geobar. (For Geoshell)

geoList 0.8 by eikonos

Nice little temporary editor plugin here.

GeoPlayer 0.3.1 by Jodie Berg

The GeoPlayer plugin, for GeoShell, allows you to play mp3 files, via m3u files, using winamp plugins without having to
run winamp itself.

geoUsers v2.0.6 (Cerberus) by Daemon Stanislav Antov

Geoshell plugin - Shows the current number of users, and other stats.

GeoXWM 1.1.3 by eikonos

Virtual Window Manager for GeoShell

GetWeather 2.0 by Brian Wolven

Visual Basic (VBS) Script to sort Weather related information into variables.

jAMPtoo 1.21.5

Shows information about the current song playing in Winamp

LsBox 2.7

LsBox is a Litestep loadmodule that allows the creation of freefloating and final "Boxes" that can be used to generate
custom messageboxes, Floating Menues and Dialogs. 

LSClipBoard 2.13

Allows multiple-items to be stored for easy access on the Clipboard

LSMail 4.14 by Vendicator

This is LiteSTEP's longest running third-party module. It checks for new mail on multiple POP3 accounts and lets the user
know when they have new mail.
A bunch of fixes to this happy ol' mail checker.

LSWeather 5.01

LSWeather can get weather conditions from almost anywhere on the globe, providing that you supply it with a proper Zip
Code for US residence, or a global station code for international users.

LSXCommand 1.8.3

Small feature enhancements added to this version by jesus_mjjg

ObjectDock 0.85 by Stardock Corporation

A program launcher and taskbar replacement that is similar (in apperance and function) to the Mac OS X dock.

OpenVision2 Development Release #2 by Alain deschenes

This is the starting point for the next version of the OpenVision shell

opera 7 b2 by Opera Software

The alternate web browser, is the self-proclaimed "fastest browser on earth"
blizzle looks just wonderful using opera 7 b2 :)

qWeather 0.4.3.10 by seb Sean Adams

This is a weather monitor plugin for SharpE. It sits in your SharpBar and downloads (and translates if necessary)weather
information for your locale.
works with weather.com again. yay!

RabidVWM 1.0 beta 4

This is a completely new VWM, written from scratch as I was annoyed at working around all the sysvwm bugs.

RAINMETER 0.8 by rainy

This is an excellent CPU/MEM Meter plugin for Litestep.

random.dll 1.1

A simple Litestep module that executes a random command from a list of commands.
1.1 added *RandomEvar and !RandomEvar, cut 28kb from the size

RECYCLER 5.0.0 by Nexter

Recycle Bin for LiteStep
Nexter rewrote the code for this module, but have other changes been made?

sCMD 0.4.3.0 by pixol

Adds a command-line to your SharpBar for SharpE
brand new sCMD brings better compatibility with windows, but only works on Win2k and WinXP

ShellOn v3 beta 8 by Mike Rhodes

http://blizzle.com/files/az/GeoExtract_1_2_4_beta.zip
http://blizzle.com/files/az/geOList08.zip
http://www.geocities.com/jodie_berg/
http://www.fragmentized.com/
http://blizzle.com/files/az/geOXWM_113upd.zip
http://dayglow.digitalrice.com/
http://shellfront.org/modules/jamptoo-1.21.5.zip
http://fpnosa.mostelite.net/blkhawk/modules/lsbox29.zip
http://www.air0day.com/software/lsclipboard213.zip
http://blizzle.com/files/az/LsMail4.14.zip
http://www.shellfront.org/
http://www.loose-screws.com/mdownload.php?id=180
http://www.objectdock.com/
http://207.134.67.174/OpenVision2/index.html
http://www.opera.com/
http://www.rubisco.org/
http://rabidcow2.cjb.net/software/litestep/rabidvwm.html
http://gamma.nic.fi/%7Erainy/Rainmeter.html
http://www.pages.drexel.edu/%7Eewm23/random/random11.zip
http://nexter.cjb.net/?page=software
http://www.pixolpod.org/
http://www.dx13.co.uk/


Happy-pappy shell switcher. And more!
still in beta, this shell switcher is for experienced users.

shellWM beta 0.4 by ShellWM Team

An open-source window skinner for the Windows shell replacement scene.

slimp3 by e-sushi Edward Moras

Very lightweight and small MP3 player for Litestep

tasks.dll 0.92-b3 by Christian Buffin

small efficient task manager for Litestep-based Win32 shells.
This version fixes some of the more annoying bugs

tinSplash 0.0.6 by tin_omen Todd S. Kadrie

Splash screen application with alpha fading and transparency support. Based on XPlash by Aleni.
meant to post this before, oops. new version of this splash screen app with a new option for display time.

uShort by ucho

Transparent Shortcut module for Litestep.
no documentation on this as far as I can see, very beta/alpha.

xprop 1.26

Screen magnification Litestep module for your desktop

- Added !XPropLsBoxHook for lsbox *ModuleHook support

Y's Dock 0.51 beta by M.Yamaguchi

Y's Dock is a program launcher built to be similar to Macintosh OS X's Dock.
a bunch of additions and fixes means the dock race is hotting up.

..zzz...and yes sadly I do dream of this stuff

Ahh, awake and feeling refreshed. Well, I really hope we can speak more frequently. Keep in touch, I love talking to you.
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Interview: Maestr0 by jesus_mjjg  

Dag Johan, I shall begin with the usual first question: name, handle, age, sex, location (anything you don't mind
divulging).
Hoi Christian, no, no problem :-) Pleased to be here.
My name is Johan Klos (handle is Maestr0). Born, bred and living in the Netherlands. I’m currently 26 summers young, and live
in the vicinity of Amsterdam. Oh, yes, I’m male too ;)

I've wondered quite a lot: where does your nick, « Maestr0 » come from ?
I got it from a book, a trilogy actually, by Timothy Zahn : Conqueror’s Trilogy. Great books, ‘specially if you start with the
second book first, like I did :-) Maestro was the call-sign for one of the characters in the book, so I started using that…. I guess it
was around 1996 or so. Maestro was usually taken when signing up for something, so I rather soon made it Maaistro and later
Maestr0. The latter stuck with me.

I'd like to know what made you discover Litestep and your story (from a Litestep point of view).
It was around 98/99 that I started using LiteStep: I discovered Litestep from an article I read, PC Magazine I think... I read it on
the train station while waiting for the train. It had www.litestep.net as a link.
My Litestep story ? I had huge problems getting wharf or dwarf to work, heh, the early days I guess.

Do you have many other released themes ? The only one I can think about is dArk_bundle.
Hehe, haven’t really released any themes, no. Just dArk_bundle is worth mentioning.

What theme did you started using? What theme did you begin playing with?
dArk_bundle of course, and I started that one with lsbox; made it all by myself.

Even back in 98/99 ... wasn't there a theme you started using when you started to use Litestep ?
Not that I can recall: I always scrounched parts. I guess I started tweaking from the start: I can't recall someone else's theme I
used for more than an hour or so.

But were there themes that gave you ideas, themes that left you some strong feelings ?
Oh, every theme gave me ideas: I guess « 21 » (by darkfyre) influenced me to try and make a boxed theme.

So, speaking about your tenebrae theme (see this issue), what brought you to do that theme, I mean, in the first place ?
Nothing really, just tweaking :). I mean, I can't really stand using other people's themes, because I have very ermmmm "special"
needs :). Thinking back, I think I wanted to do a theme that had different styles and different color-schemes.
I've always tried to make my themes as independant as possible: any resolution, any os...
I guess my aim became to get maximum flexibility in the users' wants... letting the user change most of it through the popup,
instead of editing text files.
My initial motive was the font-based changing of the dimensions: I added some scripting to let the user change the font and
fontsize; I think that that's fundamentally the most innovative thing about my theme.
I think the REAL challenge was getting the styles to be dynamically added to the mix.
I wanted a way for the user to add styles to the theme, a theme within the theme as it were, to just unzip a style into a special
styles folder and recycle and it'd be added.
I've succeeded in this largely by nagging Vendicator about it. He made scandir, which I used to get it working the way I wanted
it to.

Right, here goes a classic Shell-Shocked question (goodness knows why people want to know this!): could you describe the
hardware and software you use at home?
Yes, I can :-) I put it together myself, almost short-circuiting it beyond recognition, but it’s working now :-). When I started
making tenebrae I had a 8 GB hard-drive, and an Asus P2B-F mainboard with a Celeron 466MHz on it, with 256 DIMM and a
17 inch monitor…. Now, I have a Athlon XP 1700+, MSI K7T 266 Pro 2 with 256 DDR and a 19 inch monitor, with 60 GB….
guess I moved up in the world :-)

I guess you did! What do you use your computer for, in general ?
Besides talking to my girlfriend overseas? In general, I use it to keep in touch with people: a computer with internet is my voice
to the world, I guess, my "social life" outside.

... listening to music ... I was wondering about the magnifier; do you use it? And the vwm, I remember you told me you
had no use for it some time ago, did it change?
I use the xprop while theming, getting all the details right, zooming in on separate pixels to see if there is overlapping which
would be visible in transparent bars.
The vwm ... well ...
I enlisted some betatesters along the way, which REALLY got my theme to expand by the way, who like having the VWM
always loaded. So the people who use it a lot don't get a bundle of windows on one monitor all of a sudden when switching to
my theme.
The betatesters pointed me to problems I had not foreseen, like W2K's problem with shredder and clockwork (both of those are

http://www.theforce.net/jedicouncil/interview/zahn.shtml
http://shell-shocked.org/article.php?id=57
http://semicolin.net/screenshots/darkfyre_21.jpg
http://semicolin.net/files.php
http://shell-shocked.org/article.php?id=96
http://loose-screws.com/comment.php?type=mod&id=294


fixed) but also more general ideas.

Do you consider your theme to be done, like, you reached the goals you wanted and the likes ?
Heh, it's not in my nature: I DID think it was done, but just today, I added something I didn't think of before. I added left and
right-clicking to the label on the bottom left, which displays the OS and stuff, letting you choose what you want displayed. It
even works, with a lot of help by Ilmcuts I might mention, because I had problems getting my mind around how to do it best.
It's gotta be done some time ... still, today, I wished I had a changelog.
In the end, the theme has become VERY extensive. I mean, all of the functions can't really be shown on a screenshot even: you
can't see the movement, can't hear the sound, can't see the hidden toggling points, the intuitive placing of modules and
popup-points. I'm rather proud of it actually.

So, I'm in the shell-shocked archive, looking at dArk Bundle review. I'm trying to list the improvements.
Heh, the dArk_bundle theme and the dArk-style look rather similar, no ? Yeah, that review by Phar0e was VERY flattering; very
pleased by it.... heh, tried the theme again a month or so ago.
Tenebrae is SO much better and user-friendly.
Here are the differences:
1. styles
2. font-changing
3. changes through popup
4. animation
5. start screen
6. stability
7. languages (English, Dutch, German, French, Italian, Swedish, Japanese, Finnish and Spanish) dropping (like the styles).

Yes, the start screen is really nice: it seems like a nice step toward a GUI configurator for Litestep.
It’s a bit too static for me, to be honest. Every line needs to be translated in all those languages, and has to have at least three
separate labels : one for the text, two for the buttons (on/off).

Oh, something I just thought about : Is there a way to keep the configuration somehow ?
From build to build? Usually, yes, but not always since I change the vars sometimes. You can save the varsame.rc if you use the
same settings for all styles. If you don't, then it's different from each style and saved in vars.rc.

Worth putting in your readme :). Something that gets on my nerves: I use geekamp with hotkeys (defined in personal.rc),
could you make your use of dynamp somehow optional ?
Oh, that'd be hard because lsbox doesn't accept if/then statements, although it does accept evars and step.rc accepts if/else. I
would have to make an extra var for each button too. Plus, I don’t want the extra overhead with another module in the theme.

Ok, perhaps in your next theme then ...
Speaking about that, what would you think about teaming up with me (and possibly other people)? I'm thinking about
some LDE(X)-like « theme » (more of a complete desktop environment than a theme).
Ah, hehe, sure. I don’t have all that much time at the moment, with my new job and RealLife™ issues, but sure :-)

Usually you work really closely with module coders, it seems ... is it fun and productive as it seems ?
Yes, though frustrating at times, because I can't code, so I need to whine and whine until they get it right and it does what I
want :-)

If you could code, would you code for yourself, or for the community ?
I think they are the same: whether I would code for myself or not, the community would benefit.

Well, thanks for answering all those questions. This was some good times spent with you. This brings us to the latest
question, which will be, as a Shell-Shocked tradition ... the weird question. What would you change about Litestep to see
more girls/woman get interested (and I don't want any « convert their man » - like answers).
Pink ribbons and mirrors ? Heh, honestly, I think most women are pretty straight-forward in their computer use… it has to work
all the time and doesn’t need any maintenance… they need all their attention in those areas with their man :-)

Anything else you'd like to add?
Erm, nothing but to thank you for this interview ;-)

Got someone you'd like to see interviewed? Got someone you'd like to interview yourself? Tell us!
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Theme: Amiga HLE v1.0 by starfire  

title Amiga HLE v1.0 RC6
author starfire

download lsthemes.com

shell Litestep
compliance OTS

reviewer 143lsstep

Additional reviewer notes ::
Platform: Windows XP
Resolution: 1280 x 1024

General Information ::
Extra Requirements: Latest IndieStep Build Recommended
Theme Style: Horizontal Bar
Resolution: All
Extra Goodies: Bsetroot (random gradient wallpaper generator from blackbox for windows), wallpaper, tinsplash screenie.
Third party modules used : syscolor, liteman, textedit2, grdtransparent, tasks, taskbar3, label, jamptoo, geekamp, rabidvwm,
lsbox, zorder and mzscript.

Introduction ::

Well first of all you must be wondering what HLE stands for -- it's for "High Level Environment". Amiga HLE, if I remember
correctly, first appeared on litestep.net way way back ... then litestep.net went down and everyone knows what happened then
(good to see it return!). I haven't seen this theme until now. I saw it recently on lsthemes.com. I was excited to see it and
immediately started tinkering with it. Read the review and delve into this masterpiece.
 

Category :: Installation ::
 
It has been a while since I have seen someone spending so much time on the readme file - something themers often neglect. It is
very detailed and gives you every bit of information you need to get started with the theme. Installation is very simple and there is
no need to edit any *.rc files.

Score :: 10 of 10 .

Category :: Graphics ::
 
Extremely cool graphics. Very simple actually but still very cool. The popup menu is probably the best I have seen in any theme
for a while.

Score :: 8.5 of 10 .

Category :: Originality ::

Amiga HLE quite obviously is based on the Amiga OS so won't get full marks for originality. I have never seen or used the
Amiga OS so I don't know much about it. But the theme definitely feels good.

Score :: 8 of 10 .

Category :: Control ::

You can get to the options menu by [Shift] + Left Clicking on the desktop. This is now being followed by many as a standard and
in my opinion it's actually very nice as it helps those of us who have never looked at the readme file (where do you think RTFM
originated from?). starfire has done a good job managing desk-space yet still provides us with all the extra bells and whistles we
like.

Score :: 9 of 10 .

mailto:starfire@algonet.se
http://www.lsthemes.com/download.php?id=31
http://ls-ots.cjb.net/
mailto:matrixsu_in@shell-shocked.org?subject=Theme review on Shell-Shocked
http://indiestep.sourceforge.net/
http://shell-shocked.org/article.php?id=95
http://www.litestep.net/
http://www.litestep.net/
http://lsthemes.com/


   

Category :: Stability ::

There were certain issues with the clock module in RC3, but it has been fixed now. It has crashed on me occasionally but I don't
think it's because of its rash driving, rather maybe I was walking on the middle of the road... :).
 
Score :: 9.5 of 10 .

Category :: Ease of Use ::

Aah ... piece of cake. Everything is so well placed that it's very easy to pick up, especially for newbies who are now finally
moving away from their fruity XP colours (he he). I'd recommend this as a good starting theme.
 
Score :: 8 of 10 .

Category :: Specifics ::

The popup is one amazing feature of this theme. The chessboard type top popup image with transparency on looks simply
fantastic. That was the first thing that caught my eye. See for yourself:

There are loads of options for you to choose and customize the look and feel of the theme. One particular option, "enable/disable
resolution change on recycle" is really good to have. I have seen newbies complaining about games abruptly jumping back to the
desktop when using litestep, and this option helps to alleviate this somewhat.

Four RabidVWM's are provided in four different styles i.e. popup menu, blackbox, boxed and simple. My personal favourite is
the blackbox one.



         

 

Two colour schemes are included in RC6 - Blue and Purple. Both look amazing ...The shots so far use the blue scheme - have a
look at the purple:

Bsetroot??? Those of you not "in the know" might be wondering what the heck that is! Well it's an added goodie which comes
with this theme. Its from blackbox for Windows. Simply put, it generates gradient wallpapers. I bet you're going to give this
theme a go just to see that in action :).

A tinsplash screen is also included. If you'd rather not see it you can disable it from the theme options popup.

Score :: 9 of 10 .

Category :: Under the Bells and Whistles ::

Very nicely edited config and *.rc files. In fact starfire has written small comments so as to make it clear what his particular code
does and why it has been done. Very cool... This makes the theme valuable as a learning tool. It's certainly nice to see someone
taking the extra effort to do this sort of thing.

Score :: 10 of 10 .

Category :: Final Words ::

This is one heck of a theme and everybody especially those who are planning to move over to LiteStep should definitely give this
one a try! It's more than worth it!

Personal Rating :: 9 of 10 .

:: OVERALL RATING ::

                       81 of 90.0
                          Excellent
 

http://desktopian.org/bb
http://shell-shocked.org/article.php?id=95


Category :: Theme Author's words ::

Written by starfire:
Firstly, thanks for reviewing my theme. I hope it's in a useable state by now. :)

With AmigaHLE, I wanted to design a complex theme, that would be easy to use for beginners but powerful enough for
professional users. Looking at various desktops, from KDE and Gnome to AmigaOS and QNX, I took those ideas that I liked best
and tried to make them all fit together.

As I am an Amiga user at heart, I think it made sense to place the bar at the top of the screen, and taking some graphics from a
previous project of mine that was never released. I think it turned out pretty good.

In addition, AmigaHLE is my way of making a useable demo of what I think a next-generation AmigaOS should look like (I hope
someone from Amiga Inc. is looking :) ). I've made a lot of mockup screens for that purpose, and AmigaHLE started out the same
way. Now it's on its way to becoming a complete desktop environment. I guess that goes to show, one never knows at the start of a
project exactly where it's going to end.

:: Rating format ::
Scores are given from a total of 90 points spanning different categories.

A theme scoring between :

             80-90 -- Excellent
             70-80 -- Very Good
             60-70 -- Good
             50-60 -- Not bad
             40-50 -- Poor
             30-40 -- Very Poor
             20-30 -- Unbearable

If anybody disagrees with the format or finds any inconsistencies, please get in touch with me me.

Wanna review your favourite theme for Shell-Shocked, or join our elite team of reviewers? If you're a themer, you may also
release your themes here. Get in touch!
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Review: tinsplash v0.0.6 by tin_omen  

Reviewers: 143lsstep and ravi
Platform: Windows 2k/XP
Download: desktopian.org

Ever wondered how to create those snazzy looking splash screens? Well the answer is here! Tinsplash is a small application
inspired from geek master's lssplash (a litestep module) and Aleni's XPlash. Tinsplash uses the Win2k/XP transparency and fade
effects to create cool looking splash screens. It is completely independent of any shell and can be loaded/executed at any time.

Figure 1: Splash screen fading over window

The configuration is simple, you just need to specify the graphics and the effects in a *.ini file and voila ... everything rocks.

Tinsplash also supports magic pink transparency to give you irregular shaped splash screens. One can also scale the splash images
to a custom size as well as pass different *.ini files as arguments . Supported image types are bitmap, icon, metafile, gif and jpeg.
The executable weighs in at a mere 28 kb, so it's small and fast.

Figure 2: Irregularly shaped splash pic

Things that we would love to see in the future are more effects and support for animated files. Feel free to leave your suggestions
here, and maybe if tin_omen has the time and inclination, he'll implement some of them.

We asked tin_omen to say a few words about tinsplash - inspiration, goals, problems encountered, future plans etc. and here's
what he had to say:

Well, as I mentioned in the original post on release, the original inspiration was obviously geekMaster's 'lssplash.exe' from
several years back. And the more recent incentive to sit down and tweak up my own 'splasher' was Aleni's XPlash Screen'. He
even makes his source available. It just turned out to be simpler for me to add the appropriate SetLayeredWindowAttributes calls
to my existing vb code rather than adapt Aleni's code. But either way, it's not a particularly fancy or even difficult app to slap
together. Just something simple that does the job for me. :D

Goals? Of course I front-loaded the first release with the essential features I wanted. So I haven't really needed to tweak on it in
quite some time. But I have updated it once before, based on a user request. So I'm certainly open to mod or bugfix requests. Heh,

mailto:matrixsu_in@shell-shocked.org
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I just haven't gotten any other requests yet. I guess that makes a certain amount of sense, when you consider the simplicity of the
app and the limited number of things you'd really want your 'splash screen' to do.:)

Plus, since the source is bundled in the distribution, anyone with a copy of VB is certainly welcome to do what they will with it!
Heh, could be the wave of the future: 'tinsplash' fork distributions!

Thanks,
Todd

To see an example of tinsplash in action have a look at this video (506 kb). The video displays tinsplash in action in 143lsstep's
Shell-Shocked theme. It's probably a better idea to download the program and run it yourself though.

Wanna write a review for Shell-Shocked, or join our elite team of reviewers? Get in touch!
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Article: Max Bang Per Buck by Alan Martin  

Max Bang Per Buck
by Alan Martin

Why have an article about affordable computing on a site about shells?

Alternative shells can be useful to many types of user but I think low cost computing may be the area where freeware alternative
shells can make their most valuable contribution.

Most geeks recommend Windows98SE as the best operating system for "older" machines (anything with less than 128
Megabytes of RAM or slower than a 300 Mhz Pentium II). That's because the core of Windows98SE is far more stable and
efficient than Win95. It's faster and has better memory management.

Windows is a modular system. You can gradually replace parts made by Microsoft with parts made by other folk. This is
particularly true of the shell.

One of the worst parts of Win98 is it's buggy wasteful shell. As described in my next article, it can easily be replaced with a
better freeware alternative.

Or just replace it with the simpler and more stable Win95 shell; that would have the advantage of familiarity if you wish to share
the computer. Even if you will be using an alternative shell, it might be wise to start by replacing the Win98 shell with that from
Win95, then replace that with a non-Ms shell. My next article on Shell-Shocked describes a few ways to do all that too, and why.

In summary, alternative shells and Win98 are a natural and sensible combination for cost effective older PCs. For even older
machines which can't run Win98, see the final section entitled Ancient Machines.

While the NT based systems (NT4, 2000, XP) have some further technical advances, they need expensive hardware with more
ram, cpu speed and hard disk space.

I gather that alternative shells can also be a good thing in XP land. Much of this article focuses on Win98, however many of the
concepts can be applied to other operating systems.

Briefly: In my limited experience, replacing the shell may be less essential for stability in XP than in Win98. For many XP users
it may be less bothersome to retain the explorer shell, simplify it by removing some built in gimmicks like the active desktop,
then enhance it with non-MS shell extensions.

This article is about suitable hardware and software for advanced but inexpensive computing. The next one will be about the
Windows shell.

For almost all personal or small business computing needs, a seven year old machine (with a five year old operating system, a
good selection of freeware and shareware, and some free support from the friendly trans-national online community of helpful
geeks) can provide satisfaction. It will cost a tiny fraction of a brand new PC loaded with Windows XP and all the latest
software.

I recommend you buy the latest products if:

you are too rich;●   

you enjoy a fresh crop of bugs;●   

you want to donate cash to poor Microsoft. (It seems Bill spends so much on lawyers, aggressive salesmen and crass
designers, he has little money left to hire good programmers. So it's a good cause.)(Not really.)

●   

Otherwise, it's wise to resist the clever ads tempting you to spend spend spend on the latest stuff. Instead you can be proud of
assembling an excellent "third world" system. In the long run it will be far more satisfying.

You won't be missing out on anything much, except the brief pleasure of gloating over a new system which will soon fade into
alleged obsolescence.

There are many advantages in strolling along behind the cutting edge. For "the rest of us", mature technologies will be more
reliable with much more bang per buck.

Microsoft calls mature products "legacy" hardware and software; a put down which assumes we all live in western economies on
high incomes and don't mind being told something which cost thousands of dollars a few years ago is now obsolete.

Of course a mature Operating System can do what it did in 1998 just as well in 2003; in fact much better because of all the MS
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bug fixes and non MS enhancements. It takes the user community a long time to develop ways of making each new OS work as
it should.

A friendly online community (of which I am a part) has spent years developing ways to make Windows98 efficient, stable and
customisable. Now, with their help, you can put together a system of much better quality than any out-of-the-box product rushed
out by Microsoft. It will truly feel like "My" Computer rather than whatever gimmicky interface the Big Corporation thinks we
all should use, and consider Cool, this year.

The delight (?) of a new system soon fades compared to a mature one you have hand crafted yourself. Anyway, most of what's
new in XP is just cosmetic (mutton dressed as lamb) and has very few benefits over a well adjusted Win98 setup.

Seriously, I don't advise against installing XP, IF you can easily afford it. Otherwise, I would encourage you to enjoy Win98 on
a modest machine without feeling you are missing out.

Need speed?
The time taken for most jobs depends not on the cost of the computer but on your typing speed, internet transfer rates, etc. Even
on a 486 with Windows 3.11, about 99 percent of your cpu's cycles are spent waiting for you to read, think, and hit a key
occasionally. Who needs a fast screen saver?

Tempted to upgrade the hardware?
In most cases (pun intended) the only upgrades worth your money might be a bigger hard drive and some more ram. With
Windows98, up to 64Mb is plenty if you mainly do wordprocessing, accounts, email, etc. Get more than 64Mb only if you need
to edit huge images [Ed: Or play the latest games :)]. Enough RAM is more rewarding than a faster processor.
A 56k modem can be nice but will make little difference if your ISP, and the net beyond, can only feed it at the usual crawl.
Other folk will get sucked in to frequent upgrades, so you can use hand-me-down parts; in most situations a dusty old 28k
modem will surf almost as fast as a new 56k one, assuming you're not a heavy downloader.

Tempted to buy expensive software?
It would be illegal for me to suggest that you duplicate a friend's software or borrow a copy from work. Don't do that. Not even if
you know the FBI has better things to do than visit your humble village demanding to see everyone's software receipts.

Nor should you visit http://astalavista.box.sk (preferably with images turned off in your browser) to search for serial numbers. In
my humble opinion, if you do that to affordable shareware then it's unethical as well as illegal.

Anyway, older second hand software is much cheaper and may be more useful than the latest version: You can buy an original
Win98 CD from a friend who has upgraded to XP, or from a total stranger on Ebay. Or a local company's office may have a copy
at the back of a cupboard. It's legal if they have removed Win98 from their hard drives. It will cost a fraction of a legal copy of
XP and will probably suit you better. If you take the time to customise it, it can be a more interesting and satisfying process than
installing XP which is less well understood.

Look for a new install (not a Windows upgrade) of Windows 98 SE. (SE means Second Edition). If you can't get 98SE, get 98
and apply all the Service Packs.

Similarly many users regretted upgrading to Office 2000. The broken MDI is a pain. That can be fixed for some parts of Office
2000 but it won't work for Word 2000. Office XP's document windows can also behave unpredictably on the taskbar in SDI or
MDI mode. Many new Office features are simply annoying. It's like the difference between a good manual gearbox and a sloppy
automatic.

NB If you have Office2000 or OfficeXP and must send Word documents to friends or colleagues, it's kinder to save it as an
earlier version of doc. (On the Tools menu > Options > the Save tab > check "Disable features introduced after:") Then they
won't have to upgrade to a newer version, just to keep up with you.

Better still, try .rtf instead of .doc.
RTF can be read by more software than Word docs, even on MACs, and the documents' file structure doesn't keep changing with
new versions (which forces Word users to buy expensive MS Office upgrades).

RTF has more features than most users realise. The loveable word processor "Atlantis Ocean Mind" can use style sheets, insert
simply placed images, etc, all in RTF files. Wordpad can read more RTF features (style sheets, images) than it can write. So you
can send your fancy Atlantis RTF files to friends who don't have Atlantis or Word.

Why buy the whole MS Office if you only need Word? Recent versions of Atlantis can even read and save as Word .doc files.
You can register it for a fraction of Office.

Great as it is already, Atlantis is under rapid development; free upgrades; tables coming soon. No, I don't have shares in it. :-)
Available in many languages, you can get an uncrippled shareware trial from http://www.rssol.com/

Pass the Word about RTF :-)

Memory economies:

http://www.rssol.com/


In a car with a small engine and a heavy load, you can't drive like a slob :-)

So the less RAM you have, the more care you must take to manage it well. Otherwise your system will slow down from overuse
of virtual memory, the swap file. With care, you can easily run Win98 with a small shell in 32 MB.

The clipboard is handy but if you Cut or Copy an image or a big chunk of document it stays in memory after Pasting. There are
utilities to clear the clipboard but you can simply Copy a character or two when the huge clip is no longer needed.

Don't keep too many apps open. Only allow essentials in your Startup folder and the Run sections in the registry. [Ed: There are
several apps tomake this task easier, one of which can be found here.]

The main thing is to use memory efficient software. Bigger isn't necessarily better.

It's hard to judge memory usage just from the exe file size. Some exes are compressed and expand when in ram. Some use more
system dlls than others. Avoid Visual Basic programs. If you really want to get scientific, put a memory guage such as Infoman2
in Startup. Then test each contender immediately after a reboot and note how much free ram it leaves.

When testing memory loads, you will need to set the min and max cache values equal (not a good permanent setting) else with an
elastic cache the memory comparisons will be meaningless. In system.ini under [386enh] type two lines:
      mincachesize=4096
      maxcachesize=4096
and then reboot so it takes effect. Those numbers are KB so you will get a 4 MB cache. Don't forget to delete or ;rem the new
lines when you've finished comparing the programs.

We all have different tastes but here are a few suggestions for enjoyable, low cost, efficient software. [Ed: Feel free to leave
other suggestions in the comment sections.]

metapad (free) is a notepad replacement. It packs many features into a tiny exe. Unlike notepad there's no limit on file size.
No MDI but several instances of metapad use less ram than one instance of a big editor. Instead of changing all those file
associations, it's easier to rename metapad.exe to notepad.exe and put it in Windows.

●   

a small file manager is handy because you often use it while other programs are open. Of those I've tested, the classic
Servant Salamander 1.52 (freeware) uses least memory; much less than Salamander 2 (shareware). The freeware
2xExplorer is good and it has a tree pane.

●   

Atlantis is a very efficient word processor. It can even fit on a floppy; so you can travel with it and use it on a friend's PC
without installing it there; your options settings fit on the floppy too. Of course at home you install it to the hard drive.

●   

MS Office is a memory hog so if you need more than a word processor check the free and shareware office alternatives.●   

XnView (free) is a great image viewer. Like the much bigger shareware AcdSee it has two modes: a single image mode
and a browser mode which can manage files. Put a link to it in Sendto.

●   

Some naughty apps leave stuff in memory after closing. This can build up until you need a reboot. A small memory indicator like
Infoman2 will help you find the culprits; compare before and after. I found that with some versions of IE, the machine would bog
down after browsing the web and would need a reboot.

Be wary of shareware which claims to manage or compress memory.

In summary, if you resist the sales pitch, you can be proud that you have assembled a likeable computer which is just as useable
as a geewiz hyperbox.

I'm not against true technical progress. I just reject the propaganda that I shall be a lesser person (less capable, less efficient or
less happy) if I don't buy it all immediately.

Ancient Machines:
An even older machine like a 486 or 386 can still be useful; nearly as good for wordprocessing your novel as a Pentium 4.

For a PC which is too slow to run Windows 98, the best system would be Windows 3.11 (called Windows for Workgroups; even
if you won't be networking it was the last and best of the 16 bit Windows). Install it on top of DOS 6.2.

Axcel Performance Site is a goldmine of expertise on older systems, with recommendations and links to suitable software, from
DOS and Win3.x right up to XP. Axcel 216

He won't put you down for having ancient hardware, just tell you how to get the most out of it.

You can download the lot as text files in a 1 MB zip, which is easier than browsing his site online. One zip for all the Win3.x
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stuff and one for all of Win95 to XP. It's a wonderful reference on taming MS operating systems for PCs, from someone who
really knows his stuff and shares it all for free.

Finally:
In my experience it's too easy to get obsessed with all this tech stuff, so let me share a few personal tips:

I suggest you leave the tweaking for a period when you aren't busy. Then you can enjoy the process and deal with any
problems arising. When you have a deadline for that Ph.D. thesis, the best philosophy is: "if it ain't broke don't fix it".

●   

An efficient system with an alternative shell and all the tweaks is nice to have but it isn't essential or urgent. Windows
98SE isn't too bad straight out of the box...

●   

It can never be perfect so it's wise to stop when it looks ok and works well enough.●   

Accept your own limits. We each have a different mix of skills. I hope that doesn't sound patronising. I just mean don't
give yourself a hard time.

●   

Don't worry be happy :-)●   

Next:
Replacing the Windows 98 shell is not essential but it has many advantages. My next article on Shell-Shocked, called
"Deconstructing the Shell", could help you make a more informed choice about that and avoid getting lost if you do.

After that:
My third article on this site will describe how the freeware "Windows PowerPro" can help shellers get better results with less
learning.

PowerPro is not a shell replacement; it's the most comprehensive shell extension.
It's a great tool for shellers because: each shell has different methods of customising, so much to learn!!! PowerPro works with
all of them - the default explorer shells from 95 to XP and the non-Ms shells too. It can replace most shell plugins, utilities and
extensions. So what you learn about PowerPro can be carried forward to your next setup. Toolbars I created with PowerPro 5
years ago work in XP today, and it's all done with a multi-tabbed gui config dialog, instead of editing step or ini files.

In my experience PowerPro, with a minimal litestep or purels shell, makes the best interface of all. Coming soon to
Shell-Shocked! :-). Watch this space!

Alan Martin
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Tutorial: Mercury/32 by Allie Martin  

INTRODUCTION

As someone who uses multiple ISP's and remote POP accounts for e-mail, I've run into a lot of little problems and tedium
associated with managing all those POP servers and especially delivering mail with the existing anti-spam measures put in place
by ISP's.

I've since found refuge in running my own local mailserver.

Now many end users, like myself initially, may say things like, 'Hey. Why should I run my own mailserver? Aren't mailservers
for er, Servers and ISP's?' Words like 'complex' and 'techy' come to mind when thinking of running a mailserver. IOW's they're as
intimidated as I was.

I put together these pages in an effort to allay your fears of running your own local mailserver and to introduce you to a very
good mailserver, Mercury/32. It's fast, efficient, and it's free.

What can a mailserver like Mercury/32 do for me?

●   With a local SMTP server, I can deliver mail without having to use my local ISP's SMTP server. All mail is delivered directly
to my recipients mail servers. I'm not bound by anti-spam measures that have been put in place so I can deliver mail completely
free of concern about my From headers and which ISP I'm connected to. If a mail delivery is logged as successful then I know
that the recipients mailserver has received the message and that it hasn't been lost or delayed in transit.

●   A local POP server allows you to create multiple local POP accounts from which your e-mail client/s may download mail.
You can setup your mailserver to download mail from all your remote POP accounts and destribute all this mail to your local
POP accounts in whatever way you wish. In this way, you can download all your mail to a single local POP account and then
collect all this 'funnelled' mail using a single e-mail account. Even more interestingly, you can get your own domain and with use
of free mail forwarding services offered by many domain hosts, create as many e-mail addresses as you like and have messages
to all these addresses forwarded/delivered to a single remote POP account. You can then use your local POP server to distribute
mail to each of these addresses to their own local POP accounts. Each e-mail address could be for each member of your family or
business. Each member can then download mail to their own e-mail clients or accounts. This can save a lot of extra cost
associated with paying for multiple remote POP accounts.

My intention is to outline, in a simple and easy to understand way, how to quickly configure Mercury/32 for either POP or SMTP
services or both. The beauty of Mercury/32 is that it's modular so you can run only those services you want to. Mercury/32 is just
a 1.5MB download and uses little system resources. It's compatible with all Win32 Windows versions. The following two
documents outline how to configure your own POP and SMTP services using Mercury/32:

How to configure Mercury/32 for POP services.●   

How to configure Mercury/32 for SMTP services.●   

Once you're done with that, it would be useful to have your mail services start at boot-time.

Auto-starting Mercury/32 at boot time

To auto-start Mercury when your system boots, you'll need to create a shortcut in your system start up folder, for the
Mercury Loader, using the '-m' parameter. For example, 'C:Mercuryloader.exe -m'. The '-m' parameter will
minimize Mercury/32 on startup.

Running Mercury/32 as a service

If you wish to run Mercury/32 as a service there is no direct support for this in Mercury. However, this is still
possible. For instructions on how to achieve this you can read the following articles:

How to Run Mercury as an NT Service●   

How To Create a User-Defined Service under NT●   

The files that you'll need to create an NT Service as discussed in the above links may be downloaded here.

There's also the application/utility AtYourService, that will turn any DOS, Windows, Java application as well as
batch file into a native Windows NT/2k/XP service. It's not freeware though.

Allie Martin

Why not write a tutorial for Shell-Shocked? Talk to me!

contents

http://www.pmail.com/overviews/ovw_mercwin.htm
http://www.pmail.com/overviews/ovw_mercwin.htm
http://shell-shocked.org/article.php?id=102
http://shell-shocked.org/article.php?id=103
http://kbase.pmail.gen.nz/viewfull.cfm?ObjectID=0F47C8FD-1CCC-11D5-8B7F0008C709E5EC
http://www.pyeung.com/pages/winnt/userdefinedservice.html
http://home.ac-martin.com/ntreskit.zip
http://www.prismmicrosys.com/atyourservice/atyourservice-index.htm
http://shell-shocked.org/contact.php


 



   

Theme: tenebrae by Maestr0  

title tenebrae
author Maestr0

download lsthemes.com

shell Litestep
compliance OTS

General Information ::
Theme Style: Horizontal Bar
Resolution: All

"Tenebrous" means "obscure" or "murky", but there's nothing unclear about its history. Etymologists know that the word derives
from the Latin noun "tenebrae", which means "darkness".

The first time I saw this theme was over at a friend's house. He was testing this theme for Maestr0. So I e-mailed Maestr0 to ask
him when the theme should be released and that I liked it a lot. Before I even knew, I was testing it too. For eternal fame he
promised? =). [Ed: Well here you have it! ;)]

Well, at that time, there were only 2 color schemes available. Right now you can choose from 9 different styles, accessible from
both the theme popup menu (by shift+left-click) as well as from the main bar. Yep, that's right, "tenebrae" is a horizontal bar
theme, but one with a lot of options. A part from the main bar, a calendar, xprop, 4 VWMs and a system meter are present. These
four options are toggleable by a simple click in the screen edges.

The main bar offers time/date/lsxcommand, mem usage, uptime and a "start button" for the theme popup on the left. On the right
you can find an analog clock, the systray and winamp controls. The theme is using dynamp.dll, so WinAmp3 users should be
fine. The middle section is filled with your tasks and three spots and two arrows to hide/unhide the main bar, bring up the theme
popup, change the position of the main bar (top/bottom) and cycle through the 4 VWMs.

Well, I've seen this theme growing from the start until where it is now (no kidding: version_II_RC9c !) and it is still running
smoothly. Installation is no problem at all. Just unzip into your (OTS-) theme folder, switch themes and you're good to go. When
the theme first starts, a nice first run config screen pops up, in which you can select your language and what options you want to
be (dis|en)enabled at startup. Of course you can manage all your settings through the theme popup anytime.

To sum it all up: horizontal bar theme with 9 color schemes, packed with lots of functions, but not looking bloated. This one's
staying on my desk for a while!

Maestr0 did a real good job making this theme. Its appearance is not too bloated, but the theme is jam packed with functionality.

Stijn Rombouts (wiseguy)

Comments:

Vulpes:
What can I say about this theme? It has everything, easily the most complete litestep theme I have ever used, and yet everything
works so well and nothing is out of place.

Add to this some gorgeous graphics and colour schemes, and some truely unique features... this is a revolutionary theme.

Ilmcuts:
Most feature-filled theme on a line with [noir] and WorkPanel.

Kuhndog:
Seriously.. this is a damn nice theme.

Sryo:
After playing with it for a while I realized the power this theme has. It's easy to configure without being limited in features, it's
easy to use, for beginners and advanced users, and shows how powerful LiteStep is. If this is not the best ls theme it definately is
one of the top 5 best themes.
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Jesus_mjjg:
Highly gui-configurable theme, hoped to be copied and bettered.

From Maestr0's release notes:
Well, too much to show in one screenshot so I'll try and cover it all here:

* fully OTS compliant

* 8 different styles in there, dynamic setup so adding more could be as easy as: "unzip to folder, recycle, click and switch"

* can use most fonts the user has to choose from

* dynamic fontsize: you can pick your fontsize, between font 8 and 20, and most everything will resize accordingly

* startup screen which will let you pick what you want to start with showing and hiding

* popuptheme configurability: you can turn everything on and off through the !popuptheme

* animation: boxes slide into place, can be with or without sound

* multi-res, will work on just about every res, whether or not it's readable depends on the font you use, of course.... tested it from
800x600 to 2048x1536 with no problems, though you might want to change the font between resolutions :)

* revolutionary Help system, a special box which tells first-time users what some of the theme-things are under the mouse
cursor...

* main bar can be both on bottom, on top or hidden altogether, positioning and state is remembered automatically

* has several modules it can load (toggle-able) rainlendar, xprop, sysmeter, sysvwm, lsxcommand and lsmail.

* autoresizing taskbar3 and systray2.

* recycler 5 implemented to show if the bin is full or empty, can be used to empty the bin as well, can be toggled on and off.

Well, there's more... it's win 9x compatible up to a point, but I disabled some stuff for those OS's like alpha trans and some other
things that interfered with correct functioning of the theme.... just so you old OS-users know :).

Wanna review your favourite theme for Shell-Shocked, or join our elite team of reviewers? If you're a themer, you may also
release your themes here. Get in touch!
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Interview: jesus_mjjg by Ravi  

Bonjour jesus_mjjg. Thanks for agreeing to this interview. As usual, let's start with a brief bio. could you please state
your name, nick, sex, age, location etc. (anything you don't mind divulging)?

Surname: Buffin
First name: Christian
Nick: jesus_mjjg
I'm a male belgian from Waterloo.
Pics are here: http://users.skynet.be/fa052720/christian.html

I've often wondered about your nickname - jesus_mjjg - where on earth (or heaven) did that come from?

Back in ... between 1994 and 1997, I wanted a Hotmail account because I had no net access at home. So I made one. Since I had
long hair, some beard (not really much at that time, though) I wanted my login to be jesus. I was then really pissed off because it
was already taken. [Ed: I'm sure the son of God was pretty miffed too.] So, instead of adding numbers (I would have loved
jesus_666 too, which was maybe taken too) [Ed: Damn that Lucifer.], I added some letters after jesus_ . My real first names are
Christian (Marie Joseph Jean Georges), hence the _mjjg.

I see, well that's one less confusing thing in my life. What do you study at school Christian?

I study computer science (or something really alike) at the EPFC which is a school in Brussels. I'm in the third and final year; we
call this diploma a "graduat".

Any other hobbies/interests?

My hobbies/interests are: (my) computer, music (mainly rock/metal), going out with friends (drinking, smoking), going to the
youth club, some concerts, etc.

I've had a look at your website. You seem to support various organisations, some of which I admit I haven't heard about.
Care to comment on any of them?

Most of them are aimed toward equality, ... that kind of concepts (anti-slavery, made in dignity, child labour, clean clothes, ...).
Anarchy.org ... interesting subject, but I'm not convinced (I haven't read that much, really). stop-the-hate is really some "know
your enemy" thing, and the Napalm Death image ... I like that group, and that song, Nazi Punks Fuck Off, is a cover from the
Dead Kennedys (that's all I know, really).

Enough with pure "common ethics", now to the W3C thing ... I wonder if all my pages will still be approved, but it should be
something important: it's more like, "hey, just do it" than "hey, I'm a good geek, I do it".

Interesting stuff there ... what about the "Coming Soon" section?

That's some of my mind's garbage: "Burn your id campaign" and "GPL medicines campaign". Those two are something I'd like to
promote; in fact I'm already promoting the "GPL medicines campaign" on my school(/anything)bag, but I bet you could hardly
see it. This seems like the best idea I've ever had. Any medical related people should help people; it's like a way of life they've
chosen. Why all health-related companies don't work together: share investments and help more people with less cost from them?
Burn your id is like . ... could be better in some cases, but in some others not: this is some kind of pseudo-anarchist-thing. It
seems I like to promote things ... that I sometimes hate myself for. And sometimes I hate nearly all other people for being selfish
(and then I hate myself too).

That's erm .. a lot of hate there jesus (just kidding) :). Good point with the GPL medicine stuff. That could catch on ... but
we both know it's largely about commercialism. Maybe you could put up a specific site for that - it's a cool idea!

Moving on to some shell-related matters, I see you've created a few themes as well - but you're primarily a coder - is that
right?

Not really. When I began using Litestep back in 1999-2000, I was already studying computer science (in another school: first
year was ok, but I stayed three years in second year before changing school), I was just playing a little with step.rc settings
(which was fun). Then I wanted to make a "sentimental" theme (some kind of tribute for a girl) that was never released. My
technique was really simple: if I saw something I liked in someone else's theme, I would steal it, then, maybe, try to understand
how it was done. Then I continued theming a little, but I wanted the taskbar to have more settings, and I didn't wanted to use
tasks.dll just because it had no resizing (without heavy scripting), so, after some time, I managed to get a copy of Microsoft
Visual Studio. I started by making some constants (border sizes I think) changeable from the step.rc ... until now. So, to really
answer your question: I'm no real themer, some kind of coder, but definitely an "experienced" user.
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Do you have a favourite theme? (yours or someone else's)

I have mine, but, as already stated for the previous question, I'm some kind of idea stealer. The theme that made me look for
Litestep was Bau's iBDE v3.

Cool. Believe it or not, iBDE v3 was my first theme as well! So we must have started out around the same time. I talked to
Bau the other day, and he sent me a screenshot of v5, which will hopefully be out soon! (It's like v4, only better.) Sorry, go
on ...

No problem. I like [morph]'s [noir] theme, Bau's iBDE v4, Laurent's LiteGnome, Phar0e's Saphardana, cpM's VodkaMartini,
CraHan's Xhenit, Maestr0's tenebrae, Maur's BarQNX ... My favourite theme is mine, a double-bar-based theme, made from
ideas I put together to my taste. My theme isn't graphically tweaked: I took the colors and style from joeblade.com, initially to do
the theme contest. The layout was already done before (but is modified at least weekly).

Those are some great themes you mentioned there, and I recommend readers try every one of them! Back to coding, have
you ever thought of joining the LS Dev team?

When Indiestep was beginning, I showed some interest, but I just don't want to put any pressure on myself, other than mine
(which isn't much). So, until I start coding seriously for Litestep, I won't even think about it. I might become serious soon since I
may be doing two modules for "schoolwork". Taskbar3 (of course) and some kind of LsNews/Weather module. If those go fast
and well and I have too much free time, I might try to join the team.

Litestep stuff for school credit huh? Lucky you! Lookin forward to that new module. Any comments on the current state
of LS Development?

I think it's done perhaps slowly (but I'm slower, so blame me first if there is someone to blame) and I'll just try to contribute
whenever I can (giving ideas/bug reports/code snips/LSMD/...). I would like to keep supporting older windows versions, but it's
just a theorical point of view (rhetorical even ?). I also would like more use of the tree stucture between modules.
Example:
splitting taskbar3's scroll-lock flashing with toggle.dll 0.1 ideas, giving a flashing-less taskbar3 with two more commands: on
first flashing window, on last flashing window, and a flashing toggle.dll. So if other modules would want to flash the same led,
they wouldn't interfere with each other: toggle.dll would manage that for them.

I think I need a more overall view of Litestep, program things better (the best I can, and I know I'm far from that, from a
module-design/module-coding point of view), and then I might start involving myself more. To me it's just fine at the moment:
we have a lot of working things, a rewrite is being done, with a longer/better design-process, but it's all fine with me.

What software do you use to code? What sort of computer equipment do you own?

Computer: Pentium III 450 Mhz, 192Mb RAM, 40Gb HDD, Tnt 1, CD-Rom, 17' monitor on a MSI6163Pro mainboard. Coding
software: MS Visual C++ 6 (will buy it one day) with some add-on Ilmcuts told me about: Visual Assist. That's all for
Litestep-coding.

Any advice for would-be module coders out there?

Make yourself familiar with the code by taking a working module and modifying it (like I did); once you feel comfortable with
the code, recode it your way (which I should do), designing carefully what you want to do, making backups as often as you can.
One important thing: design.

Good advice. You mentioned were into Rock Music - any favourite bands?

Rock/metal is my main musical preference. I like Sepultura, Iron Maiden, Nirvana, Marilyn Manson, Napalm Death, System Of
A Down, Rancid, etc.

Hmm. My little sister likes a lot of that stuff too! You seem to have modified quite a few Litestep modules out there. What
motivates you to make these modifications - your own desires, or those of the community?

Theory: motivation comes from my desires only.
Practice: if I added any bug while modifying something, I'll try to repair what I broke, and if you ask nicely enough and buy
myself a Litestep mug (like Maestr0 did), I would do some modifications for you. I'm kind of lazy, but if I'm in a good mood,
someone asks me for something and I've got time and some motivation to do it, I'll do it (slowly). I'm rather egoistic, but that's no
real problem for me.

I see you recently landed a job posting news at joeblade.com - how are you enjoying that?

I really like it: I began looking for Litestep news at litestep.net [Ed: Down at press time.], then shellfront.org, then joeblade.com
where I stuck for some time. That's where I bacame somehow « avid » about Litestep news. As I am subscribed to the Litestep
Mailing List, I do receive information quite fast, so, if somone (paul?) hasn't posted anything yet, I'll do it, putting my name on
the hall of fame.
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Anything in particular you like/dislike about the shell/ls community?

It's like real life, but concentrated: you find all kinds of people there, and the fact that it's international is a good thing, as I've
been educated in that way. Also, like I told you when we met in Brussels, I like meeting people I've met online, just to see how
they look/act like, so when I meet people in the street, I'll think that he/she can also have a project like Litestep, be nice and stuff,
and I end up being less afraid of them (hating them less).

Why do you use/like alternative shells?

Because of the prestige it gives me: I can tell girls «Look, here's something I programmed. People are using it all around the
world, I'm famous. »

Usually, I'm told things like « Uh oh. », « Yeah », ... Seriouly: you're able to do whatever you want to. If something doesn't
exist/doesn't work the way you like, you can change it. It's like some kind of « do it yourself » thing, which I begin to like a lot.
Action. Usually, people are nice, but, as they are normal people, they will get mad one day, piss people off, ... The nice thing is
that we may learn something about our ordinary life by looking at how we act when we are online.

Wise words indeed. You sound like someone who's into self-analysis and introspection. Can you tell us a bit about your
past and future projects?

Past projects that aren't done now can be considered dead. Future projects include: releasing Taskbar3 v.1, which will be bug-free
and have at least as many options as the Windows XP one, sporting transparency and graphical configuration among other things.
Also, I'd like that LsNews/Weather thing to be done (as I told you before), adding the ability to check for Hotmail (Yahoo, ...)
accounts using lsmail.dll would be really great, ...

Yes, that'd be a slammin' feature! I think you'd fine people running LS, just for that module (the way some people run a
minimal LS config for just the systray.)

I'd like to make some team-theme with Maestr0, aiming toward some LDE(X) « perfection », with Maestr0's modular ideas
(styles, configurator, ...) and some of mine (maybe stolen ones: languages, « plugins », ...).

That sounds cool - expecially now that LDE(X) is being discontinued. There'll be a market for something similar.

I also discovered a nice e-mail program called Kaufman Mail Warrior, but sources aren't available and the latest update is from
2000. Working on that kind of project could be nice too.

Ah, I know that program, best 1-disk emailer if you asked me!

There's also the LSMD project, started by MrMidi. I met him quite recently when I was in Holland to buy stuff (the green stuff
you smoke): we had a drink together and it was nice. Also, going to various countries meeting Litestep people would be really
nice.

Anything else you'd like to add?

Just about that meeting we had in Brussels: tell the people I wasn't mad at anyone: I just look weird on some pictures.

Before we close, it's tradition here to ask an unconventional question in every interview, so here's yours: You win a prize -
a single meal consisting of anything you like. What will you order?

Une tarte aux poils ? mwahahaha ... sorry, French-speaking humour. Sorry to any girl/woman/feminist to whom this may sound
rude, but at least it's really honest.

On behalf of Shell-Shocked I'd like to again thank you for taking the time to do this interview Christian. All the best with
your future work. I'm sure I'll be hearing a lot more from you!

Thank you, this was actually really fun.

Got someone you'd like to see interviewed? Got someone you'd like to interview yourself? Tell us!
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Special: Real-life encounters  

Have you known someone from the shell scene online for a while and subsequently met them in real life? This section is
dedicated to such meetings.

Recently, I've met a coder named jesus_mjjg. I'd known him from the shell scene for some time, and mentioned that I was
visiting his country (Belgium). He offered to meet me for a beer, and I gladly accepted! jesus_mjjg was just as cool offline as he
was online -- we had a good conversation (even talked about some of you shellers out there!) and downed some great Belgian
beer. (It is as good as they say!)

If you've ever met anyone from your scene, you can leave your story below. Alternatively (if there are photos and such), you
could send it to me and I'll include it here.

Check back in a few days and see what's transpired!

Ravi and jesus_mjjg Brussels, Belgium
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Jokes: compiled by Brian Wolven  

Traffic Stop
"How long have you been driving without a tail light?" asked the policeman after pulling over a motorist.

The driver jumped out, ran to the rear of his car, and gave a long, painful groan.

He seemed so upset that the cop was moved to ease up on him a bit.

"Come on, now," he said, "you don't have to take it so hard. It isn't that serious."

"It isn't?" cried the motorist. "Then you know what happened to my boat and trailer?"

Old Friends
Two old men had been best friends for years, and they both live to their early 90's, when one of them suddenly falls deathly ill.
His friend comes to visit him on his deathbed, and they're reminiscing about their long friendship, when the dying man's friend
asks, "Listen, when you die, do me a favor. I want to know if there's baseball in heaven."

The dying man said, "We've been friends for years, this I'll do for you." And then he dies. A couple days later, his surviving
friend is sleeping when he hears his friend's voice. The voice says, "I've got some good news and some bad news. The good news
is that there's baseball in heaven."

"What's the bad news?"

"The bad news is that you're pitching on Wednesday."

A Wish
A woman was walking along the beach when she stumbled upon a Genie's lamp. She picked it up and rubbed it, and
lo-and-behold a Genie appeared.

The amazed woman asked if she got three wishes. The Genie said, "Nope. . . due to inflation, constant downsizing, low wages in
third-world countries, and fierce global competition, I can only grant you one wish. So. . . what'll it be?"

The woman didn't hesitate. She said, "I want peace in the Middle East. See this map? I want these countries to stop fighting with
each other."

The Genie looked at the map and exclaimed, "Gadzooks, lady! These countries have been at war for thousands of years. I'm good
but not THAT good! I don't think it can be done. Make another wish."

The woman thought for a minute and said, "Well, I've never been able to find the right man. You know, one that's considerate
and fun, likes to cook and helps with the housecleaning, is good in bed and gets along with my family, doesn't watch sports all
the time, and is faithful. That's what I wish for ... a good mate."

The Genie let out a long sigh and said, "Let me see that stinkin' map!"

A Klos call...
A blind man enters a women's bar. walks up to the bar and orders a drink. After sitting for a while, he calls to the person behind
the bar: "Hey! You want to hear a dumb blonde joke?"

The whole bar goes dead-quiet. With a deep, threatening voice the woman next to him says: "Before you tell that joke, sir, you
need to know five things:

1. person behind the bar is a blonde woman
2. the bouncer is a blonde woman
3. I'm a 7 foot 200 lbs blonde woman with a black belt in karate
4. the woman sitting nexxt to me is blonde and is a professional weightlifter
5. the woman on your other side is blonde and a wrestler.

I suggest you think about this carefully, sir. Do you still want to tell us that joke?"

The blind man thinks for a few seconds, shakes his head and says:



"No, not if I have to explain it five times."

-- Courtesy of Johan Klos

Bad dog!
A blind man is walking down the street with his seeing-eye dog. They come to a busy intersection and the dog, ignoring the high
volume of traffic zooming by on the street, leads the blind man right out into the thick of the traffic. This is followed by the
screech of tires and horns blaring as panicked drivers try desperately not to run the pair down.

The blind man and the dog finally reach the safety of the sidewalk on other side of the street and the blind man pulls a cookie out
of his coat pocket which he offers to the dog.

A passerby, having observed the near fatal incident, can't control his amazement and says to the blind man, "Why on earth are
you rewarding your dog with a cookie? He nearly got you killed!"

The blind man turns partially in his direction and replies, "To find out where his head is, so I can kick his ass."

Performance Evaluations:
1. "Since my last report, this employee has reached rock bottom and has started to dig."
2. "I would not allow this employee to breed."
3. "This associate is really not so much of a has-been, but more of definitely won't be."
4. "This young lady has delusions of adequacy."
5. "Works well when under constant supervision and cornered like a rat in a trap."
6. "When she opens her mouth, it seems that this is only to change whichever foot was previously in there."
7. "He sets low personal standards and then consistently fails to achieve them."
8. "This employee is depriving a village of an idiot."
9. "This employee should go far and the sooner she starts, the better."

Captain Bravo...
One day, while sailing the Seven Seas, Captain Bravo's lookout spotted a pirate ship. The crew became frantic! Captain Bravo
bellowed, "Bring me my red shirt!" The first mate quickly retrieved the captain's red shirt, and while wearing the brightly colored
frock, the Captain led his crew into battle and defeated the pirates.

That evening, all the men sat around on the deck recounting the day's triumph. One of them asked the captain, "Sir, why did you
call for your red shirt before battle?" The captain replied, "If I had been wounded in the attack, the shirt would not have shown
my blood. Thus, you men would continue to fight, unafraid." All of the men sat and marveled at both the courage and
intelligence of such a manly man's man.

As dawn came the next morning, the lookout spotted not one, not two, but TEN pirate ships approaching! The crew stared in
worshipful silence at the captain and waited for his usual brilliant orders. Captain Bravo gazed with steely eyes upon the vast
armada arrayed against his ship, and without fear, turned and calmly shouted, "Get me my brown pants."

Health Scare
An extremely modest man was in the hospital for a series of tests, the last of which had left his bodily systems extremely upset.
Upon making several false alarm trips to the bathroom, he figured that the latest episode was just that, so he stayed put.

Suddenly, however, he filled his bed with diarrhea and was embarrassed beyond his ability to remain rational. In a complete loss
of composure, he jumped out of bed, gathered up the bed sheets, and threw them out the hospital window.

A drunk was walking by the hospital when the sheets landed on him. The drunk started yelling, cursing, and swinging his arms
violently, in an attempt to free himself of the sheets. He ended up with the soiled sheets in a tangled pile at his feet.

As the drunk stood there, staring down at the sheets, a hospital security guard who had witnessed the entire incident, walked up
to him and asked, "What the heck is going on?"

The drunk, still staring down at the sheets, replied, "I think I just beat the shit out of a ghost."

The Pope's Surprise

Many years ago, a beloved Pope died and went to heaven. Saint Peter greeted him in a firm embrace. "Welcome your holiness,
your dedication and unselfishness in serving your fellow man during your life has earned you great stature in heaven. You may



pass through the gates without delay and are granted free access to all parts of heaven."

St. Peter continued: "You are also granted an open-door policy and may, at your own discretion, meet with any heavenly leader
including the Father, without prior appointment. Is there anything which your holiness desires?"

"Well, yes," the Pope replied. "I have often pondered some of the mysteries which have puzzled and confounded theologians
through the ages. Are there perhaps any transcripts which recorded the actual conversations between God and the prophets of
old? I would love to see what was actually said, without the dimming of memories over time." St. Peter immediately ushered the
Pope to the heavenly library and explained how to retrieve the various documents. The Pope was thrilled and settled down to
review the history of humanity's relationship with God.

Two years later, a scream of anguish pierced the quiet of the library. Immediately several of the saints and angels came running.

They found the Pope pointing to a single word on a parchment, repeating over and over: "There's an 'R'. There's an 'R.' There's an
'R'... It's CELIBRATE, not celibate!"

The Divorce

Mama and Papa bear were splitting up, and Baby bear had to decide who he was going to live with. So, the judge wanted to talk
to Baby bear to see what he thought about living with either of his parents. When he asked Baby bear about living with his
father, Baby bear said "No, I can't live with Papa bear, he beats me terribly."

"OK," said the judge, "then you want to live with your mother, right?" "No way!" replied Baby bear, "She beats me worse than
Papa bear does."

The judge was a bit confused by this, and didn't quite know what to do. "Well, you have to live with someone, so is there any
relatives you would like to stay with?" asked the judge.

"Yes," answered Baby bear, "my aunt Bertha bear who lives in Chicago."

"You're sure she will treat you well and won't beat you?" asked the judge.

"Definitely," said Baby bear, "the Chicago Bears don't beat anybody."

Doorway to the afterlife...

A well known cardiologist died, and an elaborate funeral was planned. A huge heart covered in flowers stood behind the casket
during the service. Following the eulogy, the heart opened, and the casket rolled inside. The heart then closed, sealing the doctor
in the beautiful heart forever.

At that point, one of the mourners burst into laughter. When confronted, he said, "I am so sorry, I was just thinking of my own
funeral......I'm a gynecologist."

Virtue is its own revenge...

I recently picked a new primary care physician. After two visits and exhaustive lab tests, he said I was doing "fairly well" for my
age. A little concerned about that comment, I couldn't resist asking him, "Do you think I'll live to be 80?"

He asked, "Well, do you smoke tobacco or drink beer?" "Oh no," I replied, "I've never done either."

Then he asked, "Do you eat rib-eye steaks and bar-b-qued ribs? I said, "No, I've heard that all "red meat" is very unhealthy!"

"Do you spend a lot of time in the sun, like playing golf?" he asked. "No I don't," I said.

He said, "Do you gamble, drive fast cars, or fool around with sexy women?" "No," I said, "I've never done any of those things."

He look at me and said, "Then why in hell do you want to live to be 80 ??"

Code Devilopment

Jesus and Satan have an argument as to who is the better computer programmer. This goes on for a few hours until they agree to
hold a contest with God as the judge.


	shell-shocked.org
	:: shell-shocked :: issue #4
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 
	:: shell-shocked :: 


